CHRISTIAN CUSTOM

OR PAGAN
PAGEANTRY?

“Will you be my valentine?”’ That question
is asked by millions about this

time of year. Why? Is there any religious
significance to February 14?

here did St. Valen-
tine’s Day come
from?

You might suppose school-
teachers and educators would
know. But do they?

How many of you were ever
taught the real origin of Valen-
tine’s Day — were ever told in
school exactly why you should
observe the custom of exchanging
valentines?

Teachers are all too often silent
about the origin of the customs
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they are forced to teach in today’s
schools. If they were to speak out,
many would lose their jobs!

Today, candy makers unload
tons of heart-shaped red boxes for
February 14 — St. Valentine’s
Day — while millions of the
younger set exchange valentines.
Florists consider February 14 as
one of their best business days.
And young lovers pair off — at
least for a dance or two — at St.
Valentine’s balls.

Why? Where did these cus-
toms originate? How did we
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